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April 2019 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Kate Dias 

 

As I was sitting at my son’s soccer game this weekend 
wondering where I put the sunscreen in my car, I couldn’t 
help but be excited about the pending season change. I am 
always struck by the fact that the month of  March is at least 
75 painful days long. There is so much happening and the 
weather stinks. I often feel like March is the month that just 
exists to test our patience.  All that is coming from someone 
whose birthday is in March! 
 

However, we have survived and break is just around the 
corner. For most of  us, we badly need this time away to 
recharge our batteries. We love our students and are driven 
by the mission of  education. We have tried to find new ways 
to connect and inspire and quite frankly that can be 
exhausting. Not just for us, but for the students and everyone 
that works in the school system. We all need a time out. 
 

So, take this time away to NOT think about school. Give 
yourself  permission to garden, have a spa day, camp, take 
long walks, spend time with people and animals you love. 
Don’t worry about testing, grading, and lesson design. All 
that will still be there when it is time to return to the 
classroom - rest assured no one is going to take that on while 
you are away and if  they do - BONUS! 
 

Truth be told, the only constant we face in education today is 
change. We know that there will be something new around 
every corner and navigation of  change on a constant basis is 
tough. That’s why we have to teach ourselves to disengage 
from time to time. April break is a perfect time for that. Don’t 
check your email (my personal challenge) and remember that 
you can be a touch selfish for a week. It will make you a 
better teacher. 

 

 

CEA Representative 

Assembly 

Mohegan Sun 

May 10 -11, 2019 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Retirement 

Reception 

Manchester Country Club 

(tentative location) 

June 6, 2019 

4:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

Executive Board 

President Kate Dias 

Vice President Shelley Carlson 

Treasurer James Terinni  

Secretary Kim Leining 

Membership Eileen Godbout 

Negotiations Chris Prytko 

Social Jill Kilgus 

EMAC Michelle McKnight 

Political Action Corinne Colman 

Public Relations Sue Schiavetti 

Organizers 
Greg DeNies 

Mike Moynihan 

Enjoy the April break! 
Kate 

https://www.facebook.com/meapride/


 

 

MEA SOCIAL COMMITEE UPDATE 
2nd Annual Trivia Night: Our 2nd Annual Trivia Night Fundraiser was 

held on February 8th at the Elks Club in Manchester.  We had a sell out 

crowd of certified and noncertified staff members with 25 teams and 

183 participants! We raised $4302 for the MEA Scholarship Fund for MHS 

seniors. What Trivia hosted this successful event with Martin School’s 

Mary Hrenko as emcee. Everyone had a great time socializing and 

competing! The winning team was “We Have the Best Answers” from 

MHS. The second place team was “Lit for Life” from Waddell and third 

place was “Trivia Improvement Team” also from Waddell.  Photos of this 

event are on page 5. 

100th Day Raffle Party: Our 100th Day of School  Raffle Party & 

Fundraiser was held on March 29th at The Adam’s Mill in Manchester. 

We topped all of our last year’s numbers! We had 115 teachers attend, 

raffled off 83 prizes, and raised $2600 for the MEA Scholarship Fund!! 

Everyone enjoyed the new addition to the party this year—DJ Kotic! He 

kept the tunes rolling throughout our whole event!  Photos of this event 

are on pages 6 - 8. 

Journal Inquirer Article: Stay tuned for the Journal Inquirer to run a 

story which will highlight MEA’s work with our fundraising efforts for our 

scholarship fund.   The senior winners will enjoy a special gathering this 

year during their flex time at the end of May. We will keep you posted 

with winning names and pictures of the award presentation.  

MEA Retirement Reception: Let's celebrate our retirees!  Certified  staff 

who are retiring this year will be honored at the Manchester Country 

Club (tentative location) on Thursday, June 6th.  There will be no 

charge to attend as the MEA will cover the cost of the event!  More 

details to come!  

Thank you for your participation and 

contributions to our fundraising and social events this year! 
 

Submitted by Jill Kilgus, MEA Social Committee Chair  

https://www.whattrivia.com/


 

Student Teacher Information Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On April 8th, the MEA held its first annual Student Teacher Information 
Night at Filomena's Restaurant.  We had close to 30 student teachers and 
interns attend from many local colleges including UCONN, ECSU, St. 
Joseph's, and UHART. Besides enjoying a nice Italian meal and numerous 
drawings for several door prizes, these future educators were given 
information about the unions they will be asked to join with their first 
contracted position, wherever they choose to work.  Kate Dias discussed 
union dues and where they go, teacher contracts, and how HSA insurance 
plans work. Marty Deren from CEA spoke about the CEA and what they 
can do for teachers. Nancy Andrews, CEA Communications Director, 
shared all of the discounts teachers can get ranging from tires to ski 
trips! Nobody left hungry and everybody showed enthusiasm for their 
new careers and the value of joining a union in our proud profession of 
teaching! We can't wait to do this again next year! 

Membership News 

Help Us Keep the MEA Roster Up to Date! 

Our accurate roster depends on you! 
If you are moving to a new school, retiring, resigning, or changing your 
name, please contact Eileen Godbout at b21egodb@mpspride.org so that 
the MEA roster can be kept up to date.    If you are changing your address, 
simply visit cea.org, log in, and edit your profile.   
While logged in, you may want to look through the member benefits section.  
There are travel deals, shopping discounts, medical products, services, and 
much more. 

Submitted by Eileen Godbout, MEA Membership Chair 

Submitted by Mike Moynihan,  MEA Organizer  

http://www.cea.org/memberbenefits/


Hartford County Forum  
 In February, MEA Members Sue Schiavetti, Jill Kilgus, Kate Dias, Corinne 

Colman, Kim Leining, Sue Stepanski, Joanie Corwin (pictured below L to R), 
and Barbara Kastner along with our CEA Uniserve Marty Deren attended the 
Hartford County Forum at the Chowder Pot to discuss matters that impact  
teachers in the county.  The CEA legal team updated us on DCF 
investigation procedures and CEA Vice-President Tom Nicholas and CEA 
President Jeff Leake also presented. 

MEA’s Political Action Committee Needs You! 

 

Submitted by Corinne Colman, MEA Political Action Chair  

MEA Members Corinne Colman and Kevin Mack 

advocated for students and teachers when they spoke 

about preserving the BOE budget at the March 26th 

Board of Directors Meeting. 

 Are you interested in meeting with 
state representatives, attending Board 
of Directors meetings, following the 
CEA updates, or tracking bills that 
come out of the education committee?  
If this sounds interesting to you, our 
committee needs more members!  We 
work together to keep ourselves and 
the MEA informed on issues that 
pertain to our union and our profession.  
We are hoping that someone from each 
school could join us though all MEA 
members are welcome! 

We meet monthly (April 11, May 9, June TBD) to catch up and strategize.  To 
be involved, you don’t need to attend the meetings—just us know you’re 
interested and we will let you know about upcoming events and plans. 



 

2nd Annual Trivia Night 

$4302 raised for MEA Scholarship Fund 

Raffle Winner 

2nd & 3rd Place Teams 1st Place Team 



 
MEA Raffle Party 

$2600 raised for MEA Scholarship Fund 



More Raffle Party Fun! 



Raffle Party 

Winners 


