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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Kate Dias
WOW - do we live in exciting times. There is so much conversation around
education right now. It seems like every time we turn on the news there is
another group of teachers striking, a conversation about school safety or
discussions about student achievement. We live on the front lines of those
conversations - we live the realities of those things. Yet, when was the last
time anyone asked YOUR opinion? I hope that someone reading this says oh yes, I was asked. But my experience suggests, that we rarely ask teachers
about teaching, learning and schools. So, maybe we don’t wait for someone
to ask. Tell your story.
Some of you may know that I worked for Ted Kennedy in his Education
Office in Washington, DC. During that time, I learned the power of
storytelling. You see the senator would ask me to write talking points on
education matters and it was a high priority that they connect with people.
These were not opportunities to share policy ideas - they were chances to
tell stories. Kennedy understood that a story about Kate, a high school math
teacher in Manchester, Connecticut, is more powerful than any list of
statistics or policy ideas. We have the power to bring those stories to the
forefront. Each of you has something to share and teachers are expert
storytellers - you engage a bunch of kids all day long!
Tell them about how your provide snack every day for your kids; tell them
about how hard you work to keep students engaged while learning; tell
them about the multiple jobs you have to work; tell them about getting
home at 6 p.m. and staying up long after your family has gone to bed to
ensure you have papers corrected; tell them about the long nights making
phone calls so parents are less anxious; tell them what you do every day.
Find a legislator - local, state or national and tell them your story. Send an
email, make a phone call or stop in to their offices. Remind them of just how
important teachers are - YOU make all the other professions possible!

MEA Social Committee Update
We are off to a great start this year celebrating and socializing! Our first event was a
New Teacher Luncheon held on Aug. 27th during one of their PD days. We offered
a hot meal catered by Highland Park Market to about 60 new teachers in our district.
Everyone enjoyed not having to worry about lunch that day. We also raffled off four
$25 gift cards to some lucky winners to local coffee shops!
Our next event was a MEA-EMAC Welcome Back mixer and happy hour held at
Filomena's on Sept. 20th.
We enjoyed appetizers and socializing while looking
forward to a great year with EMAC initiatives in our district. Michelle McKnight
(EMAC chairperson) was happy with the turnout and that we added some new
members!
Looking ahead, we will host a New Teacher Happy Hour on Oct. 18th from 3:00
pm— 5:00 pm at Stone & Paddle. We look forward to teachers in years 1-4 joining our
MEA building reps and executive board for some free appetizers and socializing. New
teachers will receive one free drink! Cheers!

Submitted by Jill Kilgus, Social Committee Chair

EMAC Upcoming Events
MEA’s EMAC will hold its first series of Color-In-Sight, Race and Culture
discussions, for Illing staff on Oct. 15 from 3:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m.
The first EMAC meeting will be held on Oct. 16th from 4:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m at the
MEA office. All are welcome!
Click here for a full listing of this year’s EMAC meeting dates.

Submitted by Michelle McKnight, MEA EMAC Chair

The MEA is online! Be connected, be informed, be involved!!

NEA Representative Assembly Update
The 2018 National Education Association Representative Assembly was
held over the 4th of July week in Minneapolis, Minnesota this year.
Attending from Manchester were Barb Kastner, Joan Corwin, Tom Nicholas,
Kate Dias, and Stefanie Grande (pictured L to R). The NEA RA is a yearly
conference that brings together delegates, officials, committees and
leadership groups from all over the country. The NEA is your professional
association with over three million educators and is the nation’s largest
labor union.
Legislative amendments, new business items, strategic plans, budget and
elections are conducted over the four days of RA meetings.
Each day
starts with a state caucus; as a delegation we discuss and debate new
business items, legislative amendments, changes to the Constitution and
Bylaws and other policies of the NEA. The delegates then travel to the
convention center to attend and participate in the RA.
Stefanie Grande reflected on her experience: “The NEARA was my first
look at how unions function on a large-scale. Watching strangers come
together to relentlessly advocate to make the world a better place for our
students was inspiring. In an increasingly divisive world, we were
passionate and laser-focused on goals that better our future, and our
students' futures. In a beautifully orchestrated week of powerful speakers and important issues, we still found
time to value our profession, those who support it, and most importantly, highlight the reason we do this. We
are so fortunate to be where we [MEA] are, and I was humbled to be able to represent us!”

NEA Northeast Institute 2.0
The 2018 NEA Northeast Institute 2.0 was
held August 12th-15th in King of Prussia,
Pennsylvania. MEA Vice-President Shelley
Carlson, MEA Reps Joan Corwin (Bowers),
Martha DiGiovanni (Bowers), and Stefanie
Grande (MHS) along with CEA UniServe
Rep Marty Deren and CEA Training and
Organizational Development Specialist Joe
Zawawi attended this three day conference
and worked together to develop a Mental
Health Campaign to benefit the Manchester
community. In addition, Keynote Speaker
Jane McAlevey spoke on the importance of
uniting for a cause. Unions from New
Hampshire, New York, Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania, Vermont, and New Jersey also
participated in this institute.

POST YOUR AD in the MEA EXCHANGE
Do you have something to sell, a property to rent, or a service to
offer?
Are you looking for an item to buy or a property to rent? Are you
in need of a handyman?
If you’d like to place a classified ad in the MEA Exchange,
please email Sue Schiavetti at b25sschi@mpspride.org!
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